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Cramming and the Method of Marking
It has been suggested that the competitive element
tends to promote cramming for the examinations,
instead of the thorough grasp of principles ; but this
does not appear to be any more true of this institu-
tion than of any other French school, and the com-
petition is said to be no sharper than is necessary to
incite the students to industry. Wherever, as in this
case, the examination is held by persons other than
the instructors,1 there is always a danger of fostering
knowledge of wide surface and small depth, but the
method of marking at the School is elaborately de-
vised to eliminate chance and discourage cramming.
It is provided, for example, that the students shall be
.questioned at least once every ten lessons, or in other
words, that a part of the lessons shall be in the form
of recitations ;2 and the mark of the instructor based
upon these counts for one-third of the total mark on
the course for the year, the other two-thirds depend-
ing upon the examination.8
Estimate of the School
In comparing the training at the French Colonial
School with the education required for entrance to
the Indian Civil Service and the Eastern Cadets, and
on the other hand, with the instruction given at the
1 The examining jury in each course consists of the instructor and
two other persons.   ArrSte of March 24, 1897, Art. 5.
2 Id., Art. 4.
8 See the tables in the ArrSte* of July 25, 1898.